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Curriculum Overview
English 8 - Reading

The Grade 8 Reading curriculum is taught alongside the Grade 8 Writing curricutum to give
students a variety of reading and writing experiences, both in the teacher-led whole-class style
and the more independent workshop style. The reading curricujum covers a broad range of
texts from ancient to modern to classic American literature, and integrates both fiction and
nonfiction throughout the year. Each text or set of texts is situated in a historical context and
connects to the year-long essential question “What is the importance of community?" to give
students a purpose for reading. In addition to the units below, students are given ongoing
practice with vocabulary acquisition and grammar. They also undertake an independent novel
and corresponding project each quarter to encourage reading for pleasure and literary variety.

Suggested Course Sequence:

Unit 1: Introduction to Story Elements and Greek Mythology (Sept-Oct)
Unit 2: Dystopian Literature and The Giver (Nov-Dec)

Unit 3: The Research Project (Jan-Feb)

Unit 4: OF Mice and Men and the Great Depression (March-April)

Unit 5. Literature of the Holocaust (May-June)

Prerequisite: English 7
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" Content Area: Reading

" Unit Title: Introduction to Literary Elements & Greek Mythology

Grade Level: 8

Unit Summary: In this unit, students will review parts of a plot, methods of character development, basic literary
devices (simile, metaphor, allusion, personification, symbolism, and foreshadowing), and author’s purpose. They will be
introduced to the concept of theme. Examples will be taken from the 8th grade nonfiction and fiction summer reading
choices. Students will then be introduced to the Greek pantheon and a variety of stories from Greek mythology. They
will practice basic research and presentation skills by creating a Greek god poster. Students will akso analyze and
compare literary elements in myths, ultimately writing a literary analysis on a chosen topic,

Interdisciplinary Connections: Ancient World History - Greek culture, religion, and literature

21 Century Themes and Skills;

CRP1. Act as a responstble and contributing citizen and employee.

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills,

CRP4, Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

CRPE. Pemanstrate creativity and innovation.

CRPY. Employ valid and reliable research strategies,

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP11. Use technelogy to enhance productivity.

CRP12, Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence

Standards {Content and Technology}):

-.I CPHE NJSLS Statement:
JRL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text,

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an ohjective summary of the text.

RL8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of waords and phrases as they are used in a text, inciuding figurative and

connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including
analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of
each text contributes to lts meaning and style.

RL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader {e.g.,
created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor,

RL.8.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background

knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types
from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bikle, including describing how the
material is rendered new.

RL.B.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade
tevel text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.
R1.8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the tex{ says explicitly as weli as inferences drawn from the text.
Rl.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text,
j;;Rl.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,

connhotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
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W.8.1

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
A, Introduce claimi{s}), acknowledge and distinguish the claim{s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
B. Support claim{s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
D. Establish and maintain a formal style.
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and canvey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
A, Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures {e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.} and text features {e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).
B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepis,
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.

wW.8.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W85

With some guidance and support from peers and adublts, develop and sirengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how wel purpose and
audience have been addressed.

W.B.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships
between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

W.8.7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing
on several sources and generating additional related, focused gquestions that allow for multiple
avenues of exploration.

W.8.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
A. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new").
B. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction {e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

W.8.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two} for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL8.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly,
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on
ideas under discussion,
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B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

C. Pose guestions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas,

D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.

5L.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eve contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation,
5L.8.5 integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims
and evidence, and add interest,
S5L.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.
L8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in
particular sentences.
B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive
mood,
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.
L8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing,
A. Use punctuation {(comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
H C. Spell correctly
183 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening,
A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and In the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects {e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or
describing a state contrary to fact).
La4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade
8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
A. Use context {e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase,
B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word {e.g., precede, recede, secede),
C. Consult reference materials {e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech.
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings,
A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns} in context.
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
{definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute),
L8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and

phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression,

Unit Essential Question(s): I Unit Enduring Understandings:
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® What makes a story worth reading? e Plot, characters, and theme all contribute to a
X Why do some stories endure for centuries? story’s effectiveness,
/4 ¢ How do themes help us discover the universal human ® Great stories share something relevant about our
condition? shared human experience.
¢ Why and how do we analyze literature? ¢ Analyzing literature helps us understand new
perspectives and ideas in the world.

Unit Learning Targets/Objectives:

Students will...

Define and identify parts of a plot, methods of characterization, literary devices, and author's purpose.
identify and explain varicus themes in Greek myths.

Explain the importance of various gods in Greek mythology.

Use the internet to research information and present findings,

Write an analysis comparing a literary element {character, theme, purpose, literary device) from various texts,
Use proper MLA formatting to cite sources,

Formative Assessments:
Do nows; informal written responses; notes; exit tickets; oral responses; research log; essay outline and drafts

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s}):
Quizzes; unit test; Greek god digital poster; literary analysis on myths

Resources/Materials:
1 Text: Echoes from Mount Olympus (published by Perfection Learning)

Online texts:
® Icarus & Daedalus video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3s20PQnuaGk
o Hero stories: htip://www.mythweb.com/heroes/heroes.html

Research Resources;
e https:/fereekgodsandgoddesses.net/

e hittp://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/gods/explore/exp_set.html

Modifications:

e Special Education Students ¢ At-Risk Students
0 Assign texts appropriate to reading level o Assign high-interest texts
o Allow extended time to complete work o Allow extended time to complete work
o Provide templates for notes, research, and essay o Provide templates for notes, research, and
o Allow errors essay
o Consult with case managers follow IEP o Consult with guidance counselors and foliow
accommodations/modifications I&RS
e English Language Learners o Provide rewards as necessary
o Assign texts in native language ¢ Gifted and Talented Students
o Assign a buddy o Assign challenging texts
¢ Allow extended time to complete work o Provide extension activities based on
o Provide templates for notes, research, and essay interests
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o Allow errors in writing and speaking 0

Encourage independent study or activities

Lesson Lesson Objective(s) Time frame {day(s) to complete)
Name/Topic
What is a - identify and define the 2 periods
story? parts of a plot
- Define methods of
characterization
Introduction | - Define theme and thematic | 2 periods
to theme statement
- Explain common themes in
literature
- Identify the theme of a text
Greek gods - Use online sources to 3 periods to research and create poster; 1 period to present

investigation

research a Greek god

- Create a digital poster using
Google Drawing

- Present information
effectively to class

Reading - Read texts of varying 10+ periods; 1-2 periods per myth
Greek myths | difficulties with and without

scaffolding

- Take notes on reading using

an effective note-taking

strategy

- Identify parts of a plot,

methods of characterization,

literary devices, and author's

purpose of each myth

- Explain theme of each myth
Literary - Read sample analysis 1 period
analysis paragraphs and outline the
overview construction of each
Writing a - Evaluate various literary 1 period
claim claims

- Write a claim that compares

a iterary feature of 2-3 texts
MLA - Use proper MLA formatting | 1 period
farmatting
Finding text | - Find text evidence that 1 period
evidence supports a claim
Writing body | - Use proper paragraph 2 periods
paragraphs structure, including topic

sentences and embedded

quotes, to write body

paragraphs
Introduction | - Write an engaging 2 periods

and
. conclusion

introduction and a cohesive
conclusion for an essay




Midland Park Public Schools

Teacher Notes:

Additional Resources
Click links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:




Midland Park Public Schools

Content Area: Reading

Unit Title: Dystopian Literature and The Giver

Grade Level: 8

Unit Summary: In this unit, students will be introduced to the genre of dystopian literature. They will identify
characteristics of the genre, and then read dystopian short stories and The Giver. They will apply their knowledge of
story elements from unit 1 to their notes and group discussions on the novel, An emphasis will be placed on what makes
an effective literary discussion. This unit will culminate in a narrative writer’s workshop where students will produce
their own science fiction or dystopian short story, See Writing Curricutum for Writer's Workshop procedures.

interdisciplinary Connections: Sclence - environment and pollution

21% Century Themes and Skills:
CRP1, Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee,

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills,

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them,
CRPS, Model integrity, ethical feadership and effective management.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12, Work productively in teas hile using cultur

Standards (Content and Technology):

CPI#: NISLS Statement:

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text,

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text,

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

RLB.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and

connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including
analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.B.5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of
each text contributes to its meaning and style,

RL8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g.,
created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humar,

RL.8.9 Analyze and reflect on {e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background

knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types
from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the
material is rendered new,

RL.8.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade
level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

RL8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI.B.4 Determine the meaning of waords and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

w.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasans and relevant evidence.
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A. Introduce claimi{s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
clatms, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

D. Establish and maintain a formal style.

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
A, Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
B. Use narrative technigues, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.
C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from
one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.
D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture
the action and convey experiences and events.
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events,

W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are
appropriate o task, purpose, and audience,

W.8.5

With some guidance and suppart from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and
audience have been addressed.

W.8.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships
between information and ideas efficlently as well as to interact and collaborate with others,

W.8.7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing
on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple
avenues of exploration,

W.8.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and guote or paraphrase the data and conclusions
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
A. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Arialyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).
B. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

W.8.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.8.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly.
A. Come to discussians prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on
ideas under discussion.
B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
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C. Pose guestions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.

5L.8.4

Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.

51.8.5

Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims
and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate,

L8.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function tn
particular sentences,
B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice,
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive
mood.
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood,

1.8.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spetling when writing.

A. Use punctuation {comma, ellipsis, dash)} to indicate a pause or break.

B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission,

C. Spell correctly

| L83

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g.,, emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or
describing a state contrary to fact),

L.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade
8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
A. Use context {e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech.
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning In context or in a dictionary).

L.8.5

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
A, Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns} in context.
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
{definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

 Unit Essential Question(s): Unit Enduring Understandings:
i ® What can dystopian stories teach us about life today? ¢ Dystopian stories can point out flaws in society and

warn us about the possible dangers of the future.
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¢ What is the role of the individual within the society in
our culture? In the culture of The Giver? Whose needs
are more important - the individual’s or society’s?

* How do we discuss literature productively?

There must be a balance between the needs to the
individual and the society for a culture to flourish.
Productive literary discussions involve open-ended
questions that allow for multiple points of view and
are grounded in specific textual examples.

Unit Learning Targets/Objectives:;
Students will...

ldentify and explain various themes in a novel,
Prepare for and participate in literary discussions.

® & @ o < o

Formative Assessments:
Do nows; informat written responses; chapter notes; comprehension questions; informal group discussions; exit tickets

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s):
dystopian elements
‘Resources/Materlals:
1 Text: The Giver by Lois Lowry
Nonfiction Reading:

- “Introduction to Dystopia” by Shelby Ostergaard
(https://www.commonlit, or

Short Stories:

Use narrative techniques in an original dystopian short story.

Define dystopia and explain the elements of dystopian literature.
Use various note-taking templates to take comprehensive reading notes.
Determine how the setting of a story influences the characters.

Chapter quizzes; unit test with essay component; formal group discussions; original short story using narrative &

en/texts/someone-might-be-watchin

-an-introduction-to-dystopian-fiction

}

- Chapter 1 of “Frost and Fire” by Ray Bradbury

Movie: WALL-E

“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut {(https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/harrison-bergeron)

(https://charltont.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/6/2/10621939/frost_and_fire.pdf)

Madifications:
e Speclal Education Students
0 Provide summaries or versions of text at
appropriate reading level
Allow extended time to complete work
Provide templates for notes
Allow errors
Consult with case managers follow IEP
accommodations/modifications
' English Language Learners
' 0 Assign texts in native language

O O O O

At-Risk Students

o)
0
o
o

o

Gifted and Talented Students

0

Provide summaries of text

Allow extended time to complete work
Provide templates for notes

Consult with guidance counselors and follow
1&RS

Pravide rewards as necessary

Provide extension activities based on
interests

‘i
1

i
1
|
i
z
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0 Provide summaries of text in native language or 0 Encourage independent study or activities
simplified Enghlish
Assign a buddy
Aflow extended time to complete work
Provide templates for notes

Allow errors in writing and spealking

o O C o

Lesson Lesson Objective(s) Time frame (day(s) to complete)
Name/Topic
The - Identify the complex and 1 period
importance | varied elements of a setting
of setting - Discuss how setting
influences peopie’s decisions
and actions
“Harrison - Explain the elements of the 2 periods
Bergeron” setting
- Explain each character’s
reaction to the setting
- Explain the author’'s message
about the world today
introduction | - Define utopia and dystopia 2 periods
to utopia - Identify and explain
and dystopia | characteristics of dystopian
y fiction
7 “Frost and - Explain the elements of the 2 periods
Fire” - setting
chapter 1 - Analyze how the author
provides necessary
information about the setting
and characters
The Giver - Read closely to understand 3-4 weeks
characterization and theme
development
- Take effective notes on
reading to build an
understanding of the text
Literary - Use text evidence and logical | 3 pertods
discussions reasoning to support a claim
- Listen and respond to peers
appropriately
WALL-E - Identify dystopian 2 periods
characteristics
- Explain the movie's message
about the world today
Short story See Writing Curriculum unit 2 | 3-4 weeks
writing for Writer's Workshop
procedures.

: Teacher Notes:

;
z
|
:
z
1
e
j
:
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-1 Additional Resources

; Click links below to access additional resources used to design this unit;

- http://www . readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson926/DefinitionCharacteristics. pdf

- http://www, utoglaanddystopla com/dystopia/distopian-elements-and- charactertstlc[
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Content Area: Reading

’ Unit Title: Nonfiction and Research
Grade Level: 8
Unit Summary: This unit is a short introduction to the research paper, an interdisciplinary writer’s workshop unit. In this
unit, students will practice reading different types of nanfiction texts, identifying the main idea and supporting details,
and using quotations to support a claim. See Writing Curriculum for Writer's Workshop procedures.

Interdisciplinary Connections: Ancient World History and Science - reading nonfiction and current events

21* Century Themes and Skills:

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee,

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason,

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation,

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategles.

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Madel integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.

CRP11, Use technology to enhance productivity.

| CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence,

Standards {Content and Technology}:

CPl#: NISLS Statement:

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
/RIL8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
R1.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events
{e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
R1.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RI1.8.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of
particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

RL.B.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges
and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

R1.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums {e.g., print or digital text,
video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea,

R1.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

R1L8.9 ‘ Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background

knowledge} two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence,

A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the clalm{s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence,

D. Establish and maintain a formal style.




Midland Park Public Schools

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented,

IW.8.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features {e.g.,
headings, graphics, and muitimedia).
B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships amang
ideas and concepts.
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to infarm about or explain the topic.
E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.

w.8.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience,

W.8.5

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and
audience have been addressed.

W.8.6

Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships
between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others,

W.8.7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a seif-generated question), drawing
on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple
avenues of exploration,

' JW.8.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital scurces, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and guote or paraphrase the data and conclusions
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation,

W.8.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research,
A, Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature {e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).
B. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

W.8.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision} and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.8.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions {one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led} with
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly,
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on
ideas under discussion.
B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas,
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by athers, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.
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* How do you organize research effectively?

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant

evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adeguate
; volume, and clear pronunciation.

5L.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify infarmation, strengthen claims
and evidence, and add interest.

SL8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of farmal English when
indicated or appropriate,

L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in
particular sentences.

B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.

C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive
mood.

D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash} to indicate a pause or break.
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission,
C. Spell correctly

L83 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the actlon; expressing uncertainty or
describing a state contrary to fact).

184 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade

: 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

A, Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase,
B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech.
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase {e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L85 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context,

B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words,
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) {e.g., bultheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression,

Unit Essential Question(s): Unit Enduring Understandings:

®  Why is research important? ® Research is a circular process that helps us answer

challenging questions and ask new ones.

e There are many effective ways to organize research,
based on topic, amount of information, amount of
sources, and personal preferences.
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Unit Learning Targets/Objectives:
- Students will....

Organize research effectively,

Formative Assessments:

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s):
Research logs; final research paper

Resources/Vlaterials:
News sources for students:
- https://www.tweentribune.com/
- https://newsela.com/
- https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning
- http//www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/

identify the author’s claim or main idea of a variety of nonfiction texts,
Choose text evidence that supports a claim and use MLA citations to cite all sources.
Pose a research question and choose reliable sources to find information to answer the question,

Draw logical conclusions from research and explain those conclusions in writing.
Write and revise a research paper that takes a stance on a current global issue,

Annotations; graphic organizers; do nows; exit tickets; group and individual conferences; research paper drafts

“Modifications:
®  Special Education Students

0 Assign texts appropriate to reading level
Allow extended time to complete work
Provide templates for notes and research
Allow errors

o Cc o O

Consult with case managers follow [EP
accommaodations/modifications
¢ English Language Learners

0 Assign texts in native language
Assign a buddy
Allow extended time to complete work
Provide templates for notes and research

o Q© QO O

Allow errors in writing and speaking

Lesson

®  At-Risk Students

O
QO
QO
O

Q

Assign high-interest texts

Allow extended time to complete work
Provide templates for notes and research
Consult with guidance counselors and follow
1&RS

Provide rewards as necessary

¢ Gifted and Talented Students

0o
0

Assign challenging texts and topics
Provide extension activities based on
interests

Lesson Objective(s) Time frame (day(s) to complete)

Name/Topic
Identifying - Read a variety of nonfiction | 3-4 periods
author's texts and idenfify the
claim and author's claim or main idea

_supporting - Choose evidence fram

{ii-‘ev'tdence ronfiction texts to support a

1 claim
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- Use a research log to
A organize evidence
! Reliable - Distinguish between 1 period
sources reliable and unreliable
sources
introduction | - Build background 2 periods
to the knowledge for the research
research project
topic
Research See Writing Curriculum unit 3 | 4 weeks
paper for Writer's Workshop
writing procedures.

Teacher Notes:

Teacher should work with history teacher to choose appropriate topic for the research paper based on abilities, needs,
and interests of the students. Articles used for this introductory unit should reflect topic and difficulty levet of the
chosen research project.

Additional Resources
Click links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
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% Content Area: Reading

“Unit Title: Of Mice and Men: The Responsibility of Community

Grade Level: 8

Unit Summary: In this unit, students will look at how a number of civilizations, past and present, care far people who
cannot care for themselves, Students will also conduct individual research on America’s government programs during
the Great Depression and today, They will then read Of Mice and Men, analyzing the author's message about the
themes of friendship, social responsibility, and the American dream. During the unit, students will practice various types
of on-demand writing in preparation for ELA state tests.

Interdisciplinary Connections: American history - The Great Depression

21" Century Themes and Skills:

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.

CRP2, Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason,

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation,

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRPS. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.,

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP12. Work productively In teams while using cultural global competence.

Standards (Content and Technology):

| CPI#: NJSLS Statement;

JRL8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make refevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the coutse of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, ar provoke a decision.
RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and

connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word chaices on meaning and tone, including
analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader {e.g.,
created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor,

RL.8.7 Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or live
production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.

RL.8.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade
tevel text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

RL8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an ohjective summary of the text.

RI1.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events
{e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

R1.8.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of
particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept,

_}RI.B.E Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges

and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints,
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| W.8.7

R1.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text,
. video, multimedia} to present a particular topic or idea.

/R1.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

R1.8.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation,

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasans and relevant evidence.

A, Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

B. Suppart claim{s} with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence,

D. Establish and maintain a formal style.

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows fram and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.} and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
ideas and concepts.

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or expiain the topic.

E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from
ane time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.
D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture
the action and convey experiences and events,

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events,

w.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, ar trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and
audience have been addressed,

W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships
between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

Conduct short research projects to answer a question {including a self-generated question), drawing

on several sources and generating additional refated, focused guestions that allow for multiple
avenues of exploration,




Midland Park Public Schools

W.8.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions
of athers while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation,

W.8.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
A. Apply grade & Reading standards to literature {e.g., "Analyze how a modern wark of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).
B, Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”),

W.8.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
carrection, and revision} and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL8.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led} with
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly.
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on
ideas under discussion.
B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.
D, Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.

45182

Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., soctal, commercial, political} behind its
presentation.

5L.8.3

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

5L.8.4

Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.

S5L.8.5

integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims
and evidence, and add interest.

5L.8.6

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

L.8.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in
particular sentences.
B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive
mood.
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verh voice and mood,

L8.2

Demenstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

A. Use punctuation {comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

C. Spell correctly

RITE

Use knowledge of language and its canventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening,
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A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
: achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or
¢ describing a state contrary to fact).
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade
8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
A. Use context {e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or
function in a sentence} as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase,
B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).
C. Consult reference materials (e.g,, dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech,
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase {e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L85 Bemonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g, verbal irony, puns) in context,
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words,
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) {e.g., builheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).
L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Question{s): Unit Enduring Understandings:
e What impact did the Great Depression have on life in o The Great Depression forever changed the way
E ; America and on the American dream? people viewed the American dream.
"®  What does it mean to be a friend? ® Friendship provides companionship, but it also
o Whose responsibility is it to take care of those who comes with important obligations.
cannot take care of themselves in a society? ¢ Each society must devise a way to effectively take
care of those who cannot take care of themselves
that aligns with its resources and values.

Unit Learning Targets/Objectives:

Students will...

Use vartous note-taking templates to take comprehensive reading notes.

Use text evidence to analyze characters and themes in a novel,

identify and explain the relevance of images and symbols used in the novel.

Define motif and identify various motifs in a novel,

Practice informative, argumentative, and narrative on-demand writing in preparation for ELA state tests,
Understand the basic causes and effects of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl.

Compare the theme of a poem and a novel.
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Formative Assessments:

~{ Do nows; oral responses to discussion questions; written responses to critical thinking questions; notes; graphic

* organizers; Commonlit multiple choice questions; exit tickets

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s):
Standardized test-like writing prompts; chapter quizzes; unit test

Resources/Materials:

Text: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Movie: Of Mice and Men, directed by Gary Sinise
Poem: “To a Mouse” by Robert Burns

https://www.resdkl2.org/ems/lib/NY01001 1656/ Centricity/Domain/3732 /to-a-mouse-translation,
Scottish/English translation)

df (side-by-side

Readings about how communities around the world care for the disabled and elderly:
- http//fwww.hiproweb oro/fileadmin/cdroms/Handicap Developnement/www/en page?1.html

sabllttles

- bttps://www.bbe.co.ul/news/uk-39458672
- https:y//www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/07/01/484083305/far-centuries-a-small-town-has-embraced-

strangers-with-mental-illness
- https//www.aplaceformorm.com/blog/10-10-16-how-different-cultures-take-care-of-seniors/
- https/fwww.bbe.com/news/magazine-35155548

Historical Background:

“An Overview of the Great Depression”
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/an-overview-of-the-great-depression?search id=479742

- “The Dust Bowl” https://www.commonlit,org/en/texts/the-dust-bowl?search_id=479742

- “Excerpt from ‘On Drought Conditions™
hitps://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/excerpt-from-on-drought-conditions?search_id=479742

- “Surviving the Dust Bowl” http.//www.pbs org/wegbh/americanexperience/films/dustbowl

- “FDR and the New Deal” https://www . commonlit.org/en/texts/fdr-and-the-new-deal?search_id=479742

Modifications:

e Special Education Students ®  At-Risk Students
o Assign nonfiction texts appropriate to reading o Assign high-interest nonfiction texts
level o Allow extended time to compiete work
o Allow extended time to complete work o Provide templates for notes
o Provide templates for notes o Consult with guidance counselors and follow
o Allow errors I&RS
o Consult with case managers follow IEP o Provide rewards as necessary
accommodations/modifications ¢ Gifted and Talented Students
®  English Language Learners o Assign challenging nonfiction texts
o Assign texis in native language o Provide extension activities based on
o Assign a buddy interests
o Allow extended time to complete work o Encourage independent study or activities
o Provide templates for notes

]
z
]
]
:
;
<
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o Allow errors in writing and speaking

Lesson Lesson Objective(s) Time frame (day(s) to complete)
Name/Topic
How - Read a variety of 3-4 days
Communities | nonfiction texts and
Care for determine each author's
People purpose for writing and
types of evidence used to
support his/her purpose
- Compare and contrast
practices in different
communities
The Great - Understand the basic 2-3 days
Depression & | causes and effects of the
The Dust Great Depression
Bowl
Writing - Write an informative text 1 day for in-class writing; 1-2 days for discussion of writing
Prompt: to examine a tapic and

informational

convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the

selection, organization, and
analysis of relevant content

Chap. 1 & 2 - Use text evidence to 4 days to read; 1 day to watch mavie section
Getting to support character analysis
“know the
characters
Writing - Write arguments to 1 day for in-class writing; 1-2 days for discussion of writing
Prompt: support claims with clear
Argument reasons and relevant
evidence
Chap. 3 & 4 - Analyze specific lines of 4 days to read; 1 day to watch movie section
Building the narration and dialogue
conflict - Identify and explain
tmages, symbols, and motifs
Chap. 5 & 6! - Identify and explain 3 days to read; 1 day ta watch movie section
Climax and themes developed
resolution throughout the novel
Writing - Write a narrative to 1 day for in-class writing; 1-2 days for discussion of writing
Prompt: develop imagined events
Narrative using effective technique,

relevant descriptive details,
and well-structured event
sequences

“To a Mouse”
poem

- Compare themes and
images in the novel and the
poem

1 day

. - Teacher Notes:

Writing prompts (wording, type of writing, assessment rubric, and time allotted) should align with current ELA

standardized testing prompts,
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| Additional Resources
Click links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
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Content Area: Reading
Unit Title: Literature of the Holocaust

Grade Level: 8

Unit Summary: In this unit, students will apply reading and writing skills gained throughout the year to a small group
literature circle and project, After reading about conformity and background information on the Holocaust, groups will
choose/be assigned a Holocaust novel and a book group. Groups will assign roles, keep a schedule for reading their book
and compling assignments, take notes on thelr reading, complete group discussions, and create a children’s book. At the
end of the unit, students will write an in-class essay on a literary element of their novel.

Interdisciplinary Connections: World History - World War 1l and the Holocaust

21* Century Themes ang Skills:

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee,

CRPZ. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

CRP7. Employ valid and refiable research strategies,

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.

CRP11, Use technology to enhance productivity.

CRP12, Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

| Standards (Content and Technology):
“CPHE: NJSLS Statement:

' RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RLB.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
RLE3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 3 text, including figurative and

connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including
analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader {e.g,,
created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

RL3.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stoties, dramas, and poems at grade
level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text,

R1.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events
{e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

A. Introduce claim{s}, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s)from alternate or apposing claims,

and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

R B. Support claim(s} with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources
. -,'5; and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.




Midland Park Public Schools

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

D. Establish and maintain a formal style.

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented,

W.8.3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technigue, relevant
descriptive detalls, and well-structured event sequences.
A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.
C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from
one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.
D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture
the action and convey experiences and events.
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events,

W.8.4

Preduce clear and coherent writing In which the development, organization, voice and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.8.5

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and
audience have been addressed,

W.8.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships
between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

W.8.7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question {including a self-generated question), drawing on
several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of
exploration.

'W.8.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of
others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation,

W.8.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
A, Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature {e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).
B, Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction {e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”)}.

W.8.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision} and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasis, purposes, and audiences,

SL.8.1

Engage effectively in a range of coliaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly.
A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on
ideas under discussion.
B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and
comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas,
D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.
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5L.8.2

Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political} behind its
presentation.

5L.8.3

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the socundness of the reasoning and
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

5L84

Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation,

5L.8.5

Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims
and evidence, and add interest.

5L8.6

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of farmal English when
indicated or appropriate.

L.8.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, Infinitives) in general and their function in
particular sentences.
B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive
mood.
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

L.8.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.

A. Use punctuation {comma, ellipsis, dash} to indicate a pause or break.

B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

C. Spell corractly

1.8.3

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects {e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or
describing a state contrary to fact).

L.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade
8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function
in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase,
B. Use commeon, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., precede, recede, secede),
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to
find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase {e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L35

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings,
A, Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns} in context,
B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
{definitions) {e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

, Unit Essential Question(s}): Unit Enduring Understandings:
Je How is our perception of good and evil created? e Complex environmental factars, including family,

: >

e What drives someone to harm or protect other human peers, school, the media, trauma, and world events

beings?

shape a person’s morality and choice of actions.
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Of questioning authority? and times we must question authority.
@ How can the tragedies of the past influence our future o Tragedies can provide lessons about how to best live
and why should we read about them? our lives.

e What are the benefits and consequences of conformity? | ® There are times we must conform to expectations

i

® Analyze a theme from the reading and use it to create a children’s story.

Formative Assessments:
Jigsaw history notes; Commontit comprehension questions; group-created reading schedule; notes; group discussions

Unit Learning Targets/Objectives:

Students will...

¢ Learn about the causes and major events of World War ll and the Holocaust

e  Work cooperatively to establish and maintain a reading and work schedule for the unit,

¢ Read both cooperatively and independently, focusing on character development throughout a text and theme
recognition. '

Engage in literary discussions driven by self-created higher-order thinking questions.

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s}):
Historical information quiz; children’s book and presentation; in-class essay

Resources/Materials:

Children’s books for intraduction of topic:
- Benno and the Night of Broken Glass by Meg Wiviott
- Terrible Things by Eve Bunting

Commanlit readings:
“Conformity” https://www.commonlit.org/enftexts/conformity
"Why Do People Follow the Crowd?” https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/why-do-people-follow-the-crowd

Online resources for WWIil & Holocaust background and jigsaw activity:
- https://www.ushmm.org/learn

- https://www.historyonthenet.com/category/world-war-two

- hittp//www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-holocaust

- https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/pages/ww2/

- https://www.yadvashem.org/holecaust/about.htmi

- http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/resource_center/index.asp
~ bttps:/fwww facinghistory.org/topics/holacaust

- https:.//www.theholocaustexplained.org/what-was-the-holocaust

Holocaust Novel Suggestions {in approx. order of difficulty - hardest to easiest)
- Mischling by Affinity Konar
- Between Shades of Grey by Ruta Sepetys
- Once We Were Brothers by Ronald H. Balson
- The Far Side of the Sky by Daniel Kalla
- The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio lturbe
- The Berlin Boxing Club by Robert Sharenow
- The Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse

;
1
i
§
z
i
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All But My Life by Gerda Weissmann Klein

- | Have Lived a Thousand Years by Livia Bitton-Jackson

- Playing for the Commandant by Suzy Zail

- The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson

- Projekt 1065 by Alan Gratz

- Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz

- Code Name Pauline by Pearl Witherington Cornioley and Kathryn 1. Atwood
- Emil and Karl by Yankey Glatshteyn and Jeffrey Shandler %
- Once by Morris Gleitzman

- Surviving the Angel of Death by Eva Mozes Kor and Lisa Rojany Buccieri
- Four Perfect Pebbles by Lila Perl and Marion Blumenthal Lazan
- Friedrich by Hans Peter Richter

Modifications:

e Special Education Students ¢  At-Risk Students
Assign texts appropriate to reading level o Assign high-interest texts
o Allow extended time to complete work o Allow extended time to complete work
o Provide templates for notes o Provide templates for notes
o Allow errors o Consult with guidance counselors and follow
o Consult with case managers follow IEP I&RS
accommodations/modifications o Provide rewards as necessary
¢ English Language Learners ¢ Gifted and Talented Students
o Assign texts in native language o Assign challenging texts
o Assign a buddy o Provide extension activities based on
o Allow extended time to complete work interests
¢ Provide templates for notes o Encourage independent study or activities
o Allow errors in writing and speaking

Lesson Lesson Objective(s) Time frame {day(s) to complete)
Name/Topic
introduction | - Create a basic timeline of events for WWIl | 1 period
10 WWII - Understand the conflict between the Axis
and Allied powers
Jigsaw - Read and summarize historical 2 periods
History information about WWI1I and the Holocaust
- Share information effectively in small
groups
“Terrible - Understand the power of herd mentality 2 periods
Things” and | - Compare a theme from a children’s book
Conformity and nonfiction readings
“Benno and | - Understand the causes and effects of the | 1 period
the Night of | Night of Broken Glass
Broken - Analyze the actions of the characters
Glass” based on the traits of conformity
. Holocaust - Imagine what life might have been like for | 1 peried
Sultcase the victims of the Holocaust
Simulation
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- Describe the process of dehumanization
of the Jlews through the removal of their
objects and rights

Literature - Cooperatively plan class time and ¥ perjod introduction; 10+ days to read book, take notes,
Circles homework to accomplish reading goals and have group discussions

- Read cooperatively and independently,
reflecting on character development and
theme of the novel through note-taking

Writing a - Use a theme or lesson fram a novel to ¥% period introduction; 4-5 periods to write & create book;
Children’s create a children’s book 1 period to present books

Book - Write and iltustrate an engaging story

In-class - Analyze a literary element (theme, 1 period

essay character, literary device) using text

evidence and clear reasoning

Teacher Notes:

Multiple copies of all book choices are available through the Bergen County Public Library System (www.becls.org).
Students should he encouraged to get a library card if they do not already have one.

Additional Resources
Click links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:

Jigsaw history lesson: https://www.educationworld.com/a_gurr/strategy/strategy036.shiml

", Suitcase activity: https://betierlesson.com/community/document/120784%/anne-frank-suitcase-activity

_ “Ideas for literature circles:
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/mary-blow/middle-school-literature-circles/

Creating a children’s book:

hitp:/fwww.readwritethink org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/children-picture-book-project-1822 html
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